
Fratelli, 

Our annual childrenõs Christmas party was bigger than 
ever.  We had over sixty kids treated to an afternoon of 
treats, activities and a visit from Santa.  Thanks to Mike 
Maltese and Bob Scaletta for planning and organizing a 
great event.  Also John Rinaldi Jr. and his father John 
Sr. for setting up a huge train display.  And a special 
thanks to Rosario Spatola for donating and making 
some amazing pizza for everyoneñstop by Giovanniõs 
Pizzeria in Sunnyvale and let him know how much you appreciate it. 

Another big thanks to Bob and Sue Scaletta for planning this years adult Christmas 
party along with the Womenõs Auxiliary.  We had a nice turn out, and the cooks 
treated us to a traditional Sicilian treat of braciole, and the ladies capped the meal off 
with some delicious cannoli.  And Jack Barbaccia sang us a song he wrote about the 
SOS.  Thanks again to everyone who helped make it a special night. 

And now, new year is upon us, I hope everyone had a joyous and healthy holiday 
season.  Time to look ahead to the coming year, and hopefully make it better than 
the last.  Anno nuovo, vita nuova.  We set the bar pretty high for ourselves in 2009.  
Despite a tough economy, we enjoyed two sold out crab feeds, a very successful 
family festa and an outstanding golf tournament.  We should all be very proud of 
the charity work we did raising $10,000 for the earthquake victims in LõAquila, and 
of course our college scholarship program. I know we can count on everyone to 
pitch in and make 2010 even better. 

Felice Anno Nuovo, 

Joe  
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isca  n.f. Enticement, food, bait.  

Ammàtula si pisca si all'amu nun c'è isca.  

Eng. It's pointless to fish if there's no bait on the 
hook.  
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SICILIAN  H ISTORY ñPART  1 

The Mediterranean Sea has played a crucial role in the development of the most 

ancient civilities since the XIV century BC and so has Sicily, with its fascinat-

ing and bloody history of dominations that have shaped the character of its peo-

ple, as well as its territory and architecture throughout the centuries. 

Prehistoric Sicily (1270-735 BC) 
Archeological remains have been found in the necropolises of Pantalica and 

Cassibile. Siculi, Sicani and Elymi were the original populations of the island, 

but were not native peoples. The Siculi lived in the south centeral part, north-

west of Syracuse; the Sicani, probably not an Indo-European population, lived 

on the western side; and the Elymi founded Erice and Segesta. The Carthagin-

ians, coming from the northern African coasts, colonized Solunto, Panormo 

(now Palermo), Mozia and Lilibeo. 

The Greek Colonization (735-212 BC) 
Naxos was the first Greek colony in Sicily, founded in 735 BC. Syracuse was 

funded a year later in 734 BC. The former populations (Sicani, Siculi and 

Elymi) completely ousted the Carthaginians in 480 BC. The battle of Himera 

marked the beginning of Greek supremacy on the island. It is during this period 

that culture and architecture flourished leaving to the island the richest archeo-

logical heritage in the Mediterranean of classical Greece. There is no village in 

Sicily that does not have some archeological evidence of the influence by 

Magna Grecee. 
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Christmas Party!  


