
 

Fratelli, 

I hope everyoneõs new year is off to a healthy and pros-
perous start.  As for the SOS, we had a great turn out 
at our last meeting, and enjoyed a great meal.  Our 
crab feeds are selling out quickly, and should the price 
of crabs stay reasonable, we should have a very pros-
perous start to the year as well. 

Iõm very pleased to report that the new roster books will be available this month.  
As I know many of you are well aware, itõs been several years since the last update.  
It is simply not a fun task to pull all the data together, track all the changes, and 
work with the printer to get it laid out properly.  This year I asked Bob Scaletta to 
take this project on, and Iõm sure youõll all appreciate and be as impressed with the 
results as I am.  Nuddu pò sapiri di cui è amatu, quannu si trova 'ntra filici statu.  A big 
thanks as well to those who sponsored advertisements that helped defray much of 
the printing costs. 

I hope to see many of you at the crab feeds, and please donõt forget that our Febru-
ary meeting will be a male guest night.  So please grab a couple of your friends, 
especially any prospective members, and bring them along.  As always, please give 
Mike Maltese a call so we can make sure there is plenty of food for everyone.  

Salute, 

Joe  
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  lupu  n.m. Wolf.  

Si vidi un grecu e un lupu, lassa lu lupu e tira a 
lu grecu.  

Eng. If you see a Greek and a wolf, ignore the wolf 
and shoot the Greek. 

Sicilian  Word Sicilian  Word 

of the Monthof the Month  



SICILIAN  H ISTORY ñPART  2  

Roman Sicily (212 BC-468 AD) 
Sicily became a Roman province in 227 BC. The Romans built large feudal es-

tates and imposed taxes. It was during this period that the island made its name 

as Romeôs ñbread basketò, since it provided about 1/5 of the wheat necessary to 

the city. Syracuse resisted against the Roman dominion, but it finally surren-

dered after a long and brutal assault in 211 BC. The conditions under the Ro-

mans fueled two slavery revolts that ended in bloody massacres in 131 BC and 

99 BC. In spite of the continuous turmoil, Sicily managed to be one of the most 

important economic drivers of the Roman supremacy in the Mediterranean. In 

11 AD, Christianity spread out in the island. With the fall of the Roman Empire, 

Sicily was conquered by Genserico, King of the Vandals, in 468 AD. 

Arab Sicily (827-1061) 
Starting in 827, Sicily became a target for frequent Arab raids. However, only 

in 902 did the Arabs take total control of the island. During this period, Palermo 

and its surroundings turned into a prosperous symbol of Arab Sicily. The local 

aristocracy assisted the Emir through an assembly called Giamaôa. Economy 

and agriculture were organized in an efficient and productive way; while arts 

and science were also particularly vibrant, thanks to close contact with other 

Mediterranean regions such as Andalusia, Maghreb and Egypt. 

Norman Sicily (1091-1190) 
The Christian crusade against the Arabs began in 1061 and Roger I conquered 

Sicily in 1091. In 1130 Roger II obtained the title of King of Sicily and ex-

tended his jurisdiction to Naples and Capua. Palermo became the capital. Even-

tually, William I and William II succeeded Roger II. William II participates in 

the third crusade and gives to his aunt, Costance of Altavilla, the right to suc-

cession. 
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D ID  Y OU  K NOW ? 

Mount Etna is 3346m high and is the highest active volcano in Europe. The locals 
call it òu Mungibedduó (lovely mountain) or simply òa Montagnaó, to emphasize how 
Mount Etna dominates the surroundings with its awe-inspiring beauty. Its pres-
ence has influenced both the territory and human activities over the centuries. 
The grounds covered with lava flows appear like a desert, but in the long run lava 
turns out to be an outstanding fertilizer, changing the arid soil into a verdant gar-
den. Hence the contrasting landscapes: you may find desolate areas right next to 
green spots populated by varieties of animals and plants. This outstanding variety 
of flora and fauna has been safeguarded since 1987, after the establishment of Etna 
Natural Park. 

The volcano has always exerted a strong influence on òitsó people. Its millennial 
presence, constantly forcing people to cope with the danger of impending erup-
tions and simultaneously giving wealth and fertility, encourages a very special re-
lationship. The locals look at the Volcano with a variety of feelings, merging love 
and hate, awe and respect.  
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New York Pizzeria  

Pizza - Pasta - Salads - Sandwiches  
1127 LAWRENCE EXPRESSWAY & L AKEHAVEN N ORTH  OF 101 

SUNNYVALE , CA  94089  

PH : (408) 734 -4221  *   FAX : (408) 734 -9523 

H OURS: MONDAY -SATURDAY  11:00AM  TO  9:30PM 


